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Explore the origins of Melbourne’s
coffee culture through this meticulously

researched history.

Melbourne Coffee Roasters: A History reveals the author’s research, bringing unique perspectives
origins of a coffee-drinking city. From early colonial to the history of coffee in Australia—particularly
settlement to the post-war boom of Italian, Greek traditional, espresso-style coffee, as drunk

and Jewish immigrants, author Dominic Pellegrino traditionally by Italians.

reveals the changes brought about, both by these

immigrants and because of them, in the way this city

roasted, bought, sold, distributed, and drank coffee. Dominic Pellegrino was director of Mocopan
Coffee, one of Australia’s founding coffee

The book tells the stories of Melbourne’s roasters, from 1982 to 1995. During this time, he
Post WWII founding roasters — their triumphs, withessed many key changes in the industry.
struggles, trials and errors —as told by the roasters Pellegrino is dedicated to sharing the history
themselves. Managers, founders, roasters of coffee in this country, informed by his own
and staff fromiconic brands such as Vittoria, family connection to one of the founding

Mocopan, Genovese and others have informedthe  espresso roasters.
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1 THEHISTORY

Anne married Enrico Ferrari and had three children: twin girls, x:m:':::
Giuliette and Catherine, and one boy, John. As with the ions before i
them, the children worked in the business. Catherine was the Sales i ilieeil
Manager for European Foods, but her interest (and passion) lay with coffee. m’*u‘ﬂr;:ge«m
Catherine was blessed with a fine palate, which not only allowed her to sl
occasionally cup for Braziliano Coffee, but she also went on to win the :’n“:g"spﬂil“i’"f*
Cupping i held in As Australian champion,

Catherine travelled to Copenhagen for the 2008 World Cup Tasters
Championship where she was able to discern six out of eight cups correctly.
The ultimate winner, Casper Engel Rasmussen, a Dane, had perfect scores
in round one, missed one in the semi-final and ultimately, achieved another
perfect score in the final to win the competition.
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I THE HISTORY

Left: Cofee Stall[insert
full caption]

Right: Design for the
Federal Coffee Palace

Melbourne Coffee Palace in Bourke Street, designed by William Pitt, who
also designed the Princess Theatre, was but one example. At the time, the
coffee palace was the tallest building in the city.

Coffee stalls, too, were a regular feature on Melbourne’s street
corners from around the 1870s and 1880s, lasting into the early 1900s.
Although it was a different time in a very different world, these coffee stalls
could be viewed as the forerunners to today's coffee carts often seen at
sporting events, within office lobbies and at public gatherings. The coffee
palaces and stalls sold coffee in grand locales and on grubby street corners
respectively.

During the boom, much wealth came from the buying and selling
of land. But once the bust came in 1891, it was a case of rich man one day,
pauper the next. So it was for James Munro, whose sorry financial state was
reported in the Argus on 2 February 1893, with the subheading: ‘Liabilities
of £94,066 - Deficiency of £50,106. Munro didn't wait to confront his
creditors - he quickly appointed himself agent general in London and fled
the colony.

With a falling clientele, the coffee palaces became unsustainable,
and many shut their doors. For others, it meant reapplying for a Victualler's
(liquor) licence. The Argus on 10 February 1893 reported on the 25th annual
meeting of the Victoria Coffee Palace Co: the shareholders put a motion to
convert the coffee palace into an ordinary hotel. The directors reported a
loss of £700 with no dividends declared. The loss of the 8-10% dividends
prompted one shareholder present to declare that ‘teetotalism was a fad;
and another that ‘the Coffee Palace Movement had proved a failure! In 1897
the Grand reapplied for its licence and it was duly granted ‘to the Grand's
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