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Neil McGrath has lived and breathed fashion his 
whole life. GrathElms tells the story of a young man 
with a dream – to work with haute couture fashion. 
Raised by a wonderful, eclectic family in the suburbs 
of Melbourne, Neil’s creativity and passion continues 
today with private clients around the world.

A fashion label with an ethos of sophistication, quality 
and style, GrathElms tells of how it has touched the lives 
of unique personalities – both in Australia and overseas. 
Featuring fascinating meetings and conversations with 
Coco Chanel, Pierre Cardin, Yves Saint Laurent, the 
Duke of Windsor, Picasso and more, the book depicts 
a life of elegance, travel, chance encounters, fashion 
trends, design breakthroughs, and unlikely friendships.

GrathElms paints a vibrant picture of the introduction 
of Haute Couture fashion to Australia via the runways 
of Paris.

Neil McGrath

“With fashion constantly changing, and constantly 
the subject of discussion and speculation, ‘what is 
in and what is out’ is an endless conversation. But 
there is only one rule in fashion: clothes should 
always improve the way we look and how we feel.”

About the Author

Neil McGrath is a founder of the GrathElms Couture 
fashion label, established by himself and his late partner 
Ron Elms in 1966. Together they dressed many significant 
figures in the world of fashion and culture, including Lady 
Anna Cowen (the wife of the then-Governor General of 
Australia), Eartha Kitt (American singer and actress), and 
Roma Johnstone, who stared as ‘Pearl’ in the 1955 stage 
production of Summer of the Seventeenth Doll … just to 
mention a few!



Sample spreads from GrathElms
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