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“With fashion constantly changing, and constantly
the subject of discussion and speculation, ‘what is
in and what is out’ is an endless conversation. But
there is only one rule in fashion: clothes should

always improve the way we look and how we feel”

Neil McGrath has lived and breathed fashion his
whole life. GrathElms tells the story of a young man
with a dream - to work with haute couture fashion.
Raised by a wonderful, eclectic family in the suburbs
of Melbourne, Neil's creativity and passion continues

today with private clients around the world.

A fashion label with an ethos of sophistication, quality
and style, GrathElms tells of how it has touched the lives
of unique personalities - both in Australia and overseas.
Featuring fascinating meetings and conversations with
Coco Chanel, Pierre Cardin, Yves Saint Laurent, the
Duke of Windsor, Picasso and more, the book depicts

a life of elegance, travel, chance encounters, fashion

trends, design breakthroughs, and unlikely friendships.

GrathElms paints a vibrant picture of the introduction
of Haute Couture fashion to Australia via the runways

of Paris.
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Hardback, 215x290mm, 304 pages, Full colour

About the Author
Neil McGrath is a founder of the GrathElms Couture

fashion label, established by himself and his late partner
Ron Elms in 1966. Together they dressed many significant
figures in the world of fashion and culture, including Lady
Anna Cowen (the wife of the then-Governor General of
Australia), Eartha Kitt (American singer and actress), and
Roma Johnstone, who stared as ‘Pearl’ in the 1955 stage
production of Summer of the Seventeenth Doll ... just to
mention a few!
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was thrilled to be showing our Collections. He realized this Couture
style of design was very new, and there were many high-end boutiques
anxious for this fashion.

Both John and Ernest had very successful trips in their various
cities and regional areas: the orders were amazingly good, and the
boutiques were very impressed.

In Melbourne, our hometown, Ron and | felt we should show our
Collection to keepit all very friendly and personal. So, to be correct and
proper, we ds d , gilt-edge invitati d sent them
out to all the significant boutiques and department stores in the city. In
the mid-60s, Myer was one such department store - it was quite a high-

end store at that time, considered the best on Bourke Street. Their huge
windows allowed for big, beautiful displays, and the Christmas store
displays were the talk of the city (and sometimes the worldl) even then.
Myer held summer and winter high fashion parades each year in the
Mural Hall, which attracted Melbourne’s high society. The original store
even had a special salon, called the Chandelier Room, where Haute
Couture gowns from Paris could be purchased.

Ron and I felt that GrathElms would be eminently suitable for the
Myer clientele, so they were sent an invitation.

In Swanston Street, on the corner of Little Collins Street, there
was a fashion building called ‘The Hanna Canns Boutique'. This store
sold women's fashion, and the charming owners, Mr and Mrs Tronson,
made a perfect addition to our invite list. We also sent out invites to
Buckley and Nunn, Foy and Gibson, Hicks Atkinson and (of course)
Georges. All these boutiques strove to attract a high society clientele,
and we knew GrathEIms designs would be perfect.

So many orders came in for the first collection - more than we
could have anticipated. We had set very high standards and edited our
designs so carefully that, in many cases, particular fabrics and designs i
sold out! Ben and Morrie were very happy; they had plenty of work with 4
all the orders. This season, Ron was very strict about delivery dates and
the standard of workmanship; we both checked each delivery before it
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very well. If| was doubting a design, Ron was confident, sweeping n with
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andordertomy We wereatr lementto each other, S
often arriving separately at the exact same idea, and we were united in

our pursuit of the highest ideal of perfection.

Inits first year, GrathElms Couture achieved wonderful success.
We and our designs were immediately accepted, and there was a real
appreciation for our Couture style of design and our House.
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who designed and built the National Gallery of Victoria
and Hamer Hall at Prince’s Bridge on the Yarra River.
Roy was always discussing colours and textures with
us; he knew our designs. We also helped him design
his Toorak home - after visiting Pompeii, we could give

him first-hand information about the ideal Roman house,
which is an open courtyard centre surrounded by high
windowless walls to give privacy. Roy built his own house
in Toorak with this design in mind, and he often asked for
our opinion and input.

Another artist i
Pugh. As young men, even with our time and concentration centred on
our work as designers, we always managed to entertain and meet many
budding new artists or theatre performers. We would often visit Cliff in
the bush at his artist colony in Dunmoochin. Ron and Cliff were close

g this time was the now-famous Clifton

and would chat for hours about art over many glasses of wine. Cliff and
his girliriend, Marlene, always made us most welcome. Cliffs style of
painting invariably showed an Australian bush scene - one day, he took
usinte his private studio to show us his latest works lined up. Allin a row
were seven paintings, almost blank but for a tree or arock, on unpainted
white canvasses; Clif confided how popular his Australian scenes viere
becoming, and he wanted to show us his new way of painting.

One by one, a bird, a hill, a bush, or a magpie were added here
and there, randomly in different places on each canvas. It created a
natural-feeling scene and, when finished, perfectly displayed the unique
Australian landscape.

Later, when given recognition as an artist, Cliff was approached
with a commission to paint the Governor General of Australia, Lord

Part Four

O Sowtoam. gouss toor 3 Sheuraom, around

ble-breastod
A

N

G’ U o o howﬁt /! ;m
they’re \lﬂ [they're Now., M-
they're Retre New Wool
“and lllLV’I ¢ at

%%Mm

CrTRIRTI AT GOWNS OF DISTINCTION
 couse n Tiwvan v vaata Taissaavs Lsoomano [NORTHLAND Paestom [oanserweLL e tvannce
INTRODUCING OUR NEW BOUTIOUE AT 131 COLLING STREET,CITY and WE ARE THE ONLY

'DELPHINE' STORES IN MELBOURNE!
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