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     “He's got there!”
   Three simple words with a lot of  
history behind them. The story of  a 
horse.
      Fields Of  Omagh, the thoroughbred 
hero who on October 28 2006 dived on 
the line to win the W.S Cox Plate, 
Australia's most prestigious test of  
equine class. 
      He was not the best horse to win the 
race in its long history, not the most 
famous. But his story of  durability, cour-
age and toughness takes us beyond the 
race track. To the tales of  his three 
trainers, his 18 enthusiastic owners, his 
dedicated vet, to the many people 
behind the scenes who helped to get a 
crippled horse to the races.
      Back to the track after two major 
break downs, to contest five consecutive 
Cox Plates, to win two of  them. To win 
13 races and over $6.49 million in 
stakes. To travel around the world – to 
Dubai, Hong Kong and Japan.
      To the story of  the owner diagnosed 
with cancer who credits Fields Of  
Omagh with bringing her back from the 
edge of  despair. To the owner whose 
husband died and to whom Fields Of  
Omagh became a saviour. To those 
whose lives were changed because of  the 
deeds of  a horse.
      One very special horse. 

                  Published by Melbourne Books 
                     To be launched at Moonee Valley on September 
                   15th with Fields of Omagh in attendance.
                                      Includes exclusive link to Bryan Martin’s race  
                   calls of Fields of Omagh wins.
                   Available in all good bookshops: 256 pages, 
                   large format paperback with front and back flaps.
                   Includes 16 pages of colour photos.
                   RRP $32.95
                   ISBN: 978-1-877096-96-9

                   For  author interview, permission to extract or other 
                   queries, contact: dten@melbournebooks.com.au

      A journalist specializing in thoroughbred racing and breeding, 
Kristen Manning has been involved in the world of  horse racing 
since she was 15. Hooked when her father took a share in Expected 
Journey, a horse who was to win nine races, she embarked on her 
racing career as a cadet journalist at Truth Newspaper.
     After three years at that infamous Melbourne paper, Kristen 
became a freelance writer, working for such racing publications as 
Winning Post, Racetrack, Australian Bloodhorse Review, Breeding 
& Racing, Pacemaker (UK), Turf  Monthly, Inside Racing, Sunspeed, 
On Course (editor) and Owner/Breeder (US). She also contributed 
four chapters to the book “Great Thoroughbred Sires of  the World.” 
     She has also worked for Racing Victoria, the Moonee Valley 
Racing Club, the Thoroughbred Racehorse Owners Association 
and on community radio as part of  the long running 3CR show 
“Easy Money.” 
     An enthusiastic racehorse owner and breeder, Kristen also works 
as a pedigree analyst, providing advice to individual breeders and 
studs. She has always held the ambition to write a book and is 
thrilled to document the life of  Fields Of  Omagh, a horse she 
has long admired.

About the Author

                             “The Horse Racing Book of the Year!”

Since the early 1950’s Australian Volunteers 

International has been at the forefront of assisting 

people-centred development projects and programs 

around the world. Their work focuses on reducing 

poverty, providing health and education services, 

promoting human rights and gender equality, and 

protecting the environment.

The beautifully produced new book: A PLACE IN

THE WORLD: Stories from Australian Volunteers 

International celebrates the achievements of AVI 

and honours the amazing work of over 7,000 

volunteers who have given a significant part of

 their lives to assist in global development as well 

as acknowledging the countries and organizations 

that have hosted the volunteers. 

Whilst A PLACE IN THE WORLD gives an historical 

overview of the expansion of AVI, it is more about 

the stories of the volunteer experience, from 

traveling by canoe to install generators in remote 

Papua New Guinean islands, being paid four dollars 

a week, to a young Melbourne woman teaching in 

a traditional Muslim school in remote Lahore, or 

Graham an Australian farmer who went to Tanzania 

in 1968 to set up a dairy who says: “The pleasure 

one gets out of volunteering is nearly always the 

small simple things that happen in everyday life”.

What comes through in a lot of the stories is that 

the volunteers talk about the experience changing 

their lives and world outlook as much as assisting 

local communities.

This book is the expression of a labour of love, compassion and sheer 
hard work by ordinary Australians doing extraordinary things and the
organization, Australian Volunteers International that continues to
provide the leadership in providing assistance around he world where
most needed.

A Place In The World A Place In The World 
Stories from Australians Volunteers InternationalStories from Australians Volunteers International
A beautifully produced book showcasing the work, the volunteers and the hosts from the 1950s to the present day.

The book also highlights stories about Volunteer 

projects in Africa, Americas, Asia, Australia, Middle 

East and the Pacific. Stories such as teaching Aussie 

Rules Football in South African townships, tackling 

waste management in the Pacific Islands or working as 

an Occupational Therapist in a children’s rehabilitation 

program in Malawi and many more.

Published by Melbourne Books in association with Australian Volunteers International.
Release Date International Volunteers Day, December 5, 2007.
Foreword by Jose Ramos-Horta and Introduction by Chief Justice Michael Kirby.
Available in good bookstores nationally, $49.95 Large Format, 240mm x 240mm, 200 pages. 
Full colour photos throughout. ISBN 9781877096884.

To arrange an interview or for further information, contact dten@melbournebooks.com.au or CCrosby@australianvolunteers.com


