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A gripping adventure story 
based on real historic quests for 
the priceless buried treasures of 

ancient Egypt.

How do you lose an army of fifty 
thousand without a trace?
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A gripping adventure story 
based on real historic quests for 
the priceless buried treasures of 
ancient Egypt.

How do you lose an army of fifty 
thousand men without a trace?

Napolean’s invasion of Egypt turned into a 
treasure hunt with ancient sites plundered 
to enhance France’s museums and palaces. 
When, in 1799, Napolean learned his position 
in Egypt was untenable due to the British 
blockade, Bonaparte ordered that the best 
gold and jewel encrusted loot be buried to 
be retrieved at a later date. In 1805, when 
the political situation allowed, Bonaparte 
organised a large caravan  to set out in secrecy 
with armed escort into the Great Sand Sea, 
south of the Siwa Oasis to recover the treasure 
and transport it back to France. The entire 
caravan marched into oblivion, swallowed by a 
fierce sandstorm and lost without trace in a sea 
of burning sand. Since then, others such as the 
memorable team of Carter and Lord Carnarvon 
have attempted to uncover the hidden secrets 
beneath the sands of Egypt and adventurers 
and amateurs have sniffed around like 
bloodhounds to uncover leads and pay locals 
for information. Negotiations were carried 
out with intrigue and clandestine deals to 
thwart rivals. It is against this factual historic 
background that the two main characters of 
this story embark on a journey from Prague to 
Cairo and through the Sahara to the remote 
oasis of Siwa to fulfill a promise, to solve a 
mystery and avenge their uncle’s murder.

The Author
Karl Hudousek was born in Czechoslovakia 
from where, as a young boy he escaped to 
freedom in dramatic circumstances with his 
parents. He was educated in Melbourne, 
where he now lives. Karl is an accomplished 
aviator, horseman, skier and artist. He is also 
an indefatigable traveler. Egypt and its legends 
have enchanted him since he first set foot 
there in 1949. After several privately funded 
expeditions into the Sahara and the Great 
Sand Sea, he set himself a new challenge…to 
write a book about it.


