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Danny McCubbin
A thriving example of the power of food to  

bring people together.
 — Jamie Oliver

GOOD KITCHEN
Love and connection through food

The

After twenty years of volunteering and working in food-
focussed social enterprises, Danny McCubbin launched 
a community kitchen in a remote town in Sicily called 
Mussomeli. Every week Danny rescues surplus food from 
the supermarkets and then puts that food to good use 
cooking for vulnerable people of the town and delivering 
meals to the elderly who are alone.

Danny shares the pivotal moments of his journey, the life 
lessons, the human connections, and the food and recipes 
behind it all since opening the Kitchen’s doors in July, 
2021. Simplicity is at the heart of every meal, cooking 
with vegetarian surplus food of all kinds – proving that 
delicious meals can be prepared from the most inexpensive 
ingredients. 

Danny provides recipes from The Good Kitchen that 
stay true to the rich Sicilian food tradition while being 
adaptable according to the ingredients available. He also 
shares various hints and tips on reducing food waste, which 
comes as second nature to most Sicilians. The book offers 
inspiration and advice for anyone who has dreamed of 
creating a grassroots project with social value. 

The book features recipes from Danny’s friends and supporters, 
including: Jamie Oliver, Stephanie Alexander, Anna Jones, 
Gennaro Contaldo, Fabrizia Lanza, and Ali Noor. 

Part proceeds from the sale of this book will contribute to 
community kitchens.

The Good Kitchen
Love and Connection Through Food

by Danny McCubbin

Photography by Ros Atkinson

The Good Kitchen is a thriving example of the power 
of food to bring people together. Danny has united a 
community through cooking and I really salute him for 
that. Delve into his journey in this lovely book knowing 
that all the royalties will go right back to the heart of 
The Good Kitchen. Nice one Danny.
— Jamie Oliver

The Author

Originally from Australia, Danny McCubbin had a 
successful seventeen-year career in London with chef and 
campaigner Jamie Oliver. He has spent years promoting 
food-focused social enterprises and helping diverse 
businesses create social value, with the belief that food has 
the power to transform lives. 

During the pandemic in 2020, Danny set up two community 
kitchens in London. Mobilising his extensive network of 
chefs and home cooks, Danny provided cooked meals for 
thousands of vulnerable people who faced food insecurity.

His latest project, The Good Kitchen, also provides meals 
for many people by utilising surplus food and tapping in 
to a strong Sicilian culture of preservation, generosity, and 
community. 
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‘Whenever I lose heart in the state of the world today, I look 
over at the sleepy village of Mussomeli and the incredible 
work Danny is doing there and my faith is restored. For 
as long as I have known him, Danny has answered an 
unstoppable calling to help others. Through his vital work, 
he has quietly become an integral part of so many people’s 
lives over the years and now it’s the turn of Mussomeli and 
their residents. Danny had a vision to provide cooked meals 
for vulnerable people that started with a one-euro house. 
But what has actually transpired and the impact this venture 
has had on the ground has blossomed into so much more 
than simply feeding people. This cookbook is a beautiful 
homage to this life-affirming journey, told through recipes, 
storytelling, life lessons and the people who have helped 
make The Good Kitchen what it is today.’

— Leyla Kazim
Travel and Food Presenter and Broadcaster
Presenter on BBC Radio 4’s The Food Programme 
MasterChef critic

‘Sometimes you need new eyes to see the landscape, the 
town, the people and the food we grew up with. Sometimes 
you need a totally free spirit to show you the graciousness 
of love. Well this, to me and to the Anna Tasca Lanza 
cooking school, is Danny and his Good Kitchen.‘

— Fabrizia Tasca Lanza 
Director – Anna Tasca Lanza Cooking School

‘I’ve known Danny for close to 20 years and in that time I 
have seen him give so much to community projects. He has 
the unique ability to connect people through food and in 
particular help young people who face many challenges in 
life. It’s been a joy to watch him set up The Good Kitchen 
in Sicily. The book will inspire many people and help The 
Good Kitchen thrive.’

— Jimmy Doherty

‘I love everything that Danny is doing at The Good Kitchen 
and I know that the book will inspire many people. I 
sometimes think he must be Italian because he understands 
how food is a way of life for us. I have seen how he brings 
people together through food for many years and I can’t 
wait to try some of the recipes from The Good Kitchen.’

— Gennaro Contaldo

‘Danny is not only a committed social activist who is 
transforming the community he lives in through the power 
of food, but he is a wonderful writer too. Danny is able to 
both write and speak powerfully from the heart, and it is 
this gift of story-telling which will make the book so special. 
In a world where authentic goodness is rare, Danny’s 
writing about the community he lives and works in will be 
an inspiring bolster to us all.’ 

— Holly Rigby Lecturer Narrative Non-Fiction Writing – 
City, University of London


